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so many ta xing jurisdictions with so many different rules that
it places the distant merchant in an unreasonable position. The
public benefit is so low and the private difficulty and expense
is so great that we' ve found it an "unconstitution" taking to do
s o . Th at ' s t h e a cas e i n 19 6 3 , a nd a l s o
reaffirmed in the ' ' c ase i n 1 98 7 . I ne v e r k n ew
how difficult that was because I thought, well, gosh, how tough
can it be for, you know, a highly computerized company to keep
track of 50 states or less, since not every on e ha ve a sales
tax. Wel l, you know, that there are city sales taxes and there
are jurisdictions, for example in Louisiana, wh e re th e c ity
sales tax i s collected by the city rather than the state. S o,
in fact, if you are a national, big time company, you c ould b e
faced with filing a monthly or a quarterly sales tax remittance
form for over 6 ,000 taxing jurisdictions. Frank ly, I had to
say, when I h e ard that, I realized where the Supreme Court was
coming from and it made more sense. Now we' ve tried to get a
system that states would put together, then would offer national
marketers and allow national marketers to volunteer to pay their
sales taxes . And , b y the way, there are a number of national
marketers who are prepared and willing to do exactly that. If
you make the system simple enough that they can comply, they' re
willing to comply. So the Streamlined Project is to match these
two forces. To g e t some regularity i n what the states are
asking and in a form that can be responded to by a marketer, and
then have t he vol untary c ompliance b y sal es tax collectors
around the country. To do this, we need to do the state side of
the agenda in several ways. We need to make sure that w e have
similar rules with respect to the rounding off of your sales tax
obligations. By t he way, this was a source of concern for some
jurisdictions that t he Str eamlined P r oject sugg ested, or
actually their rule is to round up and to round down, I think.
Isn't that right? They round? That 's right, r ounds, t h at' s
right, like we do, which is rounding from the middle. There are
jurisdictions that hav e on l y rou nded up and they' re going to
have to change their rule i f th ey wa nt to be pa rt of the
Streamlined P roject. We need some uniform definitions and, for
the most part, w e sat isfy t h ose, al though we do add some
definitions in this bill. W e. . .by the way, I want to add a big
caveat right here. There is no change in our tax base i n th is
bill. We d on 't tax anything new; we don't tax anything less.
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